
Speciale Wine and Spirits Sales- Cristina Speciale 

What does your company do? 

My company provides a service for alcohol agents in Ontario 
who sell their brands to the LCBO and Beer store.  I work as the 
agent’s field representative at the retail level.  I promote their 
brands in the stores by conducting wine and food tastings for 
LCBO staff and manage the shelf presence and distribution.  In 
addition I conduct restaurant and hotel staff trainings on wine.  
My territory includes the GTA East and North and includes 70 
LCBO stores. 

 What company or business person most inspires you?  

I have a number of mentors in the wine and spirits industry.  
Fran Carmichael is a senior representative in the Ottawa area.  
She encouraged me to work independently.   Fran is highly 

respected in our industry and has offered great advice to me while building my business. 

 How did you get the idea for your business or why did you choose to go into this 
business?  

I had been part of a group of people that had been laid off after a long tenure with a Global 
Beverage company.  With the encouragement and support of both my boyfriend Tom and my 
friend Fran, I decided to work independently. 

 What’s the most difficult part of your job?  

I don’t have a difficult part of my job.  The only challenge I am faced with is weather conditions in 
the winter months.  I have a large territory and at times the weather hinders my opportunity to 
frequent those stores that are on the outer border of my territory. 

 What’s the most important issue facing business today?  

Alcohol sales in the grocery trade will certainly change the face of the business.  In my case, it 
will serve as an excellent opportunity to expand my business.  I have prior sales experience in the 
grocery trade. 

 Why did you join The Chamber? 

Port Perry is one of the most beautiful places I have ever lived in.  The merchants and local 
business owners have always been very kind and engaging with me and I support as many 
business’s as I can.  It is a pleasure to work with anyone of them.  I look forward to participating in 
the preparation of a possible food and wine festival. 
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